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W e lcom e  to th is  s e cond ne w sle tte r for 
pe ople  inte re ste d in th e  Boyk e tt fam ily.  I 
k now  it h as  be e n a long tim e  com ing (11 
m onth s .) And w e  h ave  found out so 
m uch  m ore  in th e  m e antim e .

TH OMAS' W IFE H ANNAH :
I m e ntione d in th e  first ne w sle tte r th at 
de tails of H annah 's  burial h ad com e  to 
ligh t. Th e  inform ation from  Be re nice  w as 
th at H annah  h ad be e n burie d in th e  
ch urch yard of St. Alph e ge 's  Ch urch , 
London W all in 1833.  Th at ch urch  w as 
appare ntly de stroye d during th e  w ar. Th e  
re cords h ave  h ow e ve r be e n transfe rre d 
to th e  Guildh all in London.  An atte m pt to 
obtain th e  de tails ove r th e  Inte rne t 
faile d, so I e ngage d a re s e arch e r w h o 
adve rtis e d in Australian Fam ily Tre e  
Conne ctions .  H e  obtaine d a copy of th e  
re cord, w h ich  confirm e d th at H annah  did 
in fact die  in Nove m be r 1833.  Th is  
w ould sugge st th at s h e  die d as a re sult 
of giving birth  to Joh n, w h o w as born in 
th at ye ar.  Joh n's  obituary in th e  Ade laide  
Adve rtis e r state s  h ow e ve r th at h e  w as 
born at Sittingbourne , Ke nt.  I h ad 
notice d th at th is  w as h is  place  of birth  
according to e arlie r re s e arch e rs , but I 
and m y re s e arch e r both  q ue stion it, 
be caus e  alth ough  th e  fam ily appe ars to 
h ave  m ove d around London re pe ate dly, 
th e re  is  no re cord of th e ir h aving live d 
outs ide  London.  I h ave  w ritte n to th e  
Sittingbourne  H istorical Socie ty for 
confirm ation.  Th om as' broth e r Francis  
die d in Ke nt.  H is  son, Francis  Jnr, w as 
article d to Th om as in London at about 
th e  sam e  tim e  as  W illiam .

FURTH ER ENGLISH  ENQUIRIES:
Alth ough  th is  w as outs ide  h is  original 
re taine r, m y re s e arch e r obtaine d a lot of 
ve ry us e ful furth e r inform ation.  Firstly, 

h e  locate d Th om as's  m arriage  de tails. 
 Th om as m ade  h is  de claration of 
inte ntion to m arry on 8 May, 1825 and 
m arrie d on 14 May.  Th e  D e claration 
cove rs  a re q uire m e nt th at one  of th e  
partie s  m ust h ave  be e n living in th e  
Paris h  for ove r 14 days .  Th at w ould 
m ak e  it difficult for "socie ty" w e ddings . 

Th e  inte re sting th ing is  th at on th e  sam e  
day as Th om as, a Ch arle s Boyk e tt also 
re giste re d h is  inte ntion to m arry.  Th e  
nam e  Boyk e tt is  com parative ly rare , and 
th is  sugge sts th at Ch arle s is  Th om as' 
e lde r broth e r Ch arle s Ge orge , m e ntione d 
in m y first ne w sle tte r.  W e  h ave  only one  
m arriage  for h im , in 1842, w h e n h e  
w ould h ave  be e n 37.  O n th e  oth e r h and, 
Francis  Musto, w h o is  de sce nde d from  
th is  Ch arle s , is  not aw are  of any e arlie r 
m arriage , or of any ch ildre n from  such  a 
m arriage .  A brok e n e ngage m e nt, 
pe rh aps?  Th e  m arriage  w as to tak e  
place  outs ide  m y re s e arch e r's  are a, and 
in any cas e , a m arriage  ce rtificate  for 
th at w e dding w ould not ne ce s sarily give  
th e  pare nts' nam e s , and civil re gistration 
did not be gin until part-w ay th rough  
1837.

In 1831, Th om as w rote  a le tte r to h is  
s iste r Ele anor, m e ntioning h is  th re e  sons . 
 W e  w e re  aw are  of only tw o sons living at 
th at date , W illiam  and Ch arle s .  My 
re s e arch e r found th e  oth e r son in th e  
1841 ce nsus .  H e  w as th e n 15, so h e  w as 
th e  first born, and h is  nam e  w as h is  
fath e r's , Th om as , lik e  e ve ry oth e r e lde st 
son.  I h ave  so far locate d no oth e r 
re fe re nce  to h im .  H e  w as not w ith  th e  
re st of th e  fam ily in 1851, but by th e n, 
h e  m ay h ave  s e t up h is  ow n h ous e h old. 
 Conve rs e ly, Ch arle s w as not at h om e  on 
th e  nigh t of th e  1841 ce nsus .  In 1841, 



th e  fam ily w as living at Finsbury, of 
w h ich  Th om as w as th e  Re turning O ffice r. 
 Eve ry s ignificant e ve nt in th e  fam ily's  
h istory s e e m s  to h ave  occurre d in a 
diffe re nt paris h .

CLOSE TO H OME:
W e  are  now  living in th e  Be ndigo 
Re tire m e nt Village . If Australins s e arch  
h ttp://w w w.w h e re is .com  for Francis  
Stre e t, Spring Gully, w e  are  in th e  
unnam e d de ad-e nd stre e t running off it 
(Be caus e  w h e re is .com  is  not a .com .au, 
th is  probably w on't w ork  if your Inte rne t 
Se rvice  Provide r is  outs ide  Australia.)

I notice d am ong Joan McEw ing's  
corre sponde nce  a lot of le tte rs  from  
"Bonnie ".  Pe te r O sborne  told m e  th at 
s h e  w as Linda W oodland Boyk e tt, and 
s h e  and h e r s iste r Be ryl s h are d a unit at 
th is  sam e  Village  for a tim e .  Th e  staff 
re m e m be r th e m , and th e  couple  w ith  
w h om  th e y w e nt to Ch urch  in Me lbourne . 
 Appare ntly th e y w e re  Spiritualists . 
 Th e re  w ould h ave  be e n no local ch urch  
for th e m  in Be ndigo.

TH E GEELONG CONNECTION:
W e  k now  th at W illiam  and Ch arle s both  
m ove d to Victoria.  Th e  e arly BMD 
ce rtificate s  are  s e ve ral to a page , and 
th e  unw ante d one s  are  ofte n m ade  
available  for oth e rs .  I le arne d th at one  
such  source  h ad th e  birth  ce rtificate  for 
W illiam 's  daugh te r H annah  (born 1860) 
 W h e n th e  Ce rtificate  arrive d, I w as 
surpris e d to find th at s h e  w as born at 
Ge e long.  Both  W illiam  and Ch arle s live d 
in Ge e long for a fe w  ye ars , W illiam  in 
Autum n Stre e t, and Ch arle s in Corio 
Stre e t.  Ch arle s w as in bus ine s s  as  an 
arch ite ct, from  conte m porary 
adve rtis e m e nts , but it s e e m s  th at 
W illiam  w as ne ve r adm itte d to practice  
as a law ye r in Victoria.  Afte r h e  m ove d 
to Sm yth e sdale , th e  only w ork  h e  did 
w as journalism .

From  biograph ical de tails Roge r Fre e m an 
obtaine d from  th e  Me lbourne  Unive rs ity, 
both  Ch arle s Bolton Boyk e tt and h is  

broth e r Th om as w ork e d as arch ite cts 
w ith  th e ir fath e r.  Th e re  are  re fe re nce s  as  
w e ll to Ch arle s' tim e  in Ge e long.

TH E NEW  Z EALAND CONNECTION:
Bonnie 's  le tte rs  re fe rre d as w e ll to th e  
Ne w  Z e aland branch  of th e  fam ily.  I h ad 
be e n told th at one  girl in m y fam ily h ad 
be e n s h ippe d to Ne w  Z e aland for h aving 
an ille gitim ate  daugh te r, w h om  m y 
grandm oth e r brough t up.  My 
grandfath e r gave  th e  daugh te r aw ay at 
h e r w e dding, but th e  bit about Ne w  
Z e aland w as w rong.  Th e  m oth e r m arrie d 
locally, and s e ttle d dow n at Illabarook , in 
th e  Ballarat/Sm yth e sdale  are a.  Th e  righ t 
conne ction (also th ank s  to Pe te r 
O sborne ) w as Francis  King Boyk e tt (No. 
I259 ) born 16 April, 1885 at Brunsw ick , 
w h o w e nt to Ne w  Z e aland and m arrie d 
th e re .  Th e  3 Boyk e tts in th e  Ne w  
Z e aland ph one  book  are  all m e m be rs  of 
th at fam ily, a m oth e r and tw o sons .

PARISH  RECORDS:
Of cours e , only e ve nts occurring in a 
Ch urch  of England paris h  w e re  in th e  
Paris h  re cords .  Until unive rsal civil 
re gistration in 1837, th is  w as a re al 
proble m  for Nonconform ists , Cath olics 
and Je w s .  In one  cas e  at le ast, a Je w is h  
birth  w as note d in th e  Paris h  re cords at 
th e  fath e r's  re q ue st, as  be ing th e  close st 
th ing to an official re cord.  Th at 
de pe nde d on th e  co-ope ration of th e  
vicar or Paris h  office rs , h ow e ve r.

Th e  Englis h  civil re giste rs  of birth s , 
m arriage s  and de ath s  can be  s e arch e d 
at h ttp://w w w.fre e bm d.org.uk  (a 
voluntary e ffort) and at 
w w w.1837online .com  if you are  w illing to 
pay. From  th e s e , de tails sufficie nt to 
orde r a Ce rtificate  can be  obtaine d.  A 
s im ilar volunte e r proje ct to inde x th e  
Paris h  re cords is  at 
h ttp://fre e re g.rootsw e b.com / w h ich , afte r 
m any de lays "is  be ing de ploye d 
gradually, and is  not ye t available  from  
[m y] location." (as at 15 Se p 2006.)  At 
le ast it is  now  w orth  a book m ark .



W H Y D ID TH EY LEAVE ENGLAND?
Th e  follow ing is  tak e n from  an e m ail 
re ce ive d from  Pe te r of W e llington, N.Z . 
w h os e  ance stors trave lle d to Ne w  
Z e aland on th e  Gipsy a ye ar late r:

"In th e  days w h e n our ance stors w e re  
e m igrating to Ne w  Z e aland, Australia, 
Am e rica, India and as m any parts of th e  
k now n w orld w h ich  w e re  tinte d re d on 
th e  m aps (Britis h  colonie s) life  in Britain 
w as not live d in a "gre e n and ple asant 
land". Th e  Industrial Re volution h ad 
tak e n its  toll on th e  agricultural and 
m anual industrial s e ctor of life  and 
occupation. Many w e re  living in pove rty 
w ith out w ork  or, inde e d, h ope  of w ork . 
"Th e  Colonie s" w e re  adve rtis e d 
(adve rtis ing w as a cunning th e n as it is  
now ) as th e  only h ope  for th e  struggling 
m ass e s . Th e re  are  picture  
adve rtis e m e nts s h ow ing "life  in 
England" alongs ide  "life  in th e  colonie s". 
Le an, be draggle d citize ns  picture d 
alongs ide  h e alth y, bouncing fam ilie s  and 
strong, h ope -fille d pare nts w e re  strong 
re m inde rs  th at h ope  lay e lse w h e re . 
 
"In Ire land th e re  w e re  th e  fam ine s  and in 
Scotland th e re  w as th e  e xpulsion of th e  
Scots from  th e ir farm land h om e s  to m ak e  
w ay for th e  Englis h  s h e e p farm e rs . Tim e s  
w e re  ve ry h ard for our pe asant ance stors 
and m any, ve ry m any, saw  Ne w  Z e aland, 
Australia e tc, e tc as th e  golde n 
opportunity to "m ak e  good". Inde e d, 
m any did and it is  to th e m  th at w e  m ust 
cre dit th e  succe s s  of our South  Se as 
countrie s ."

Th e  Long Fare w e ll w h ich  q uote s  th e  
m utiny sce ne  from  T.H . Boyk e tt's  le tte r, 
supports h im .  I probably adm ire  
Cath e rine  th e  m ost - only 20, th re e  ye ars  
younge r th an Mary Ann, ne w ly m arrie d 
and e xpe cting h e r first ch ild.

CONDITIONS ABOARD SH IP.
H ow  big w as th e  Gipsy?  it w as of 453 
tons , but th at doe sn't give  us  an ide a of 
s ize .  H e re  are  som e  com parisons w ith  
th e  Polly W oods ide  at Me lbourne  and w ith  
th e  Buffalo at Gle ne lg H arbour:

Th e  Polly W oods ide  is  19 2 fe e t long and 
h e r re giste re d tonnage  is  647.67. 
 Assum ing th at all such  s h ips  w e re  
approxim ate ly th e  sam e  s h ape , th is  puts 
th e  Gipsy's le ngth  at about 85%  of th e  
PW , or 163 fe e t.

Th e  Buffalo is  e ve n sm alle r, h alf th e  
le ngth  of th e  Polly W oods ide .  No tonnage  
is  give n. Th e  pre s e nt s h ip is  a re plica, 
and th e  ce ilings are  tw o fe e t h igh e r th an 
in th e  original.  Th e ir W e b s ite  state s  th at 
it is  for vis itor com fort.  Pe rh aps as w e ll, 
it w as a re q uire m e nt be fore  it could 
obtain a re staurant lice nce .
 
I th ough t th at th e  m atron pass e nge rs  
w ould probably look  afte r a birth , but no, 
th e  Sh ip's  Surge on atte nde d, or if h e  w as 
unavailable , th e  Captain did.

TH E ARTICLE IN AFT CONNECTIONS:
Noth ing h e ard to date .  I doubt w h e th e r 
it w ill e ve r be  publis h e d.

CD-ROM AVAILABLE:
A utility is  available  th at w ill allow  m y 
Fam ily Tre e  th e  program  to be  run from  a 
CD-ROM, or from  any W indow s com pute r. 
 I am  w illing to burn copie s  of th e  tre e  for 
anybody w h o re q ue sts  th e m .  Th e y are  
only w h at you s e e  on th e  W e b s ite , not a 
fam ily h istory.  Th at is  still som e  w ay off. 
 I w ill h ave  to w rite  a story of som e  k ind 
for m y ow n guidance . Mak ing a h istory 
re adable  is  th e  big ch alle nge .

Doug.




